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It’s good to worship with you again this morning … to come together and to once again open up our hearts and minds up to what God wants to say to us about the GOSPEL, and how God longs for the GOSPEL to make a difference in our lives and in the world.  And as we spend time in MARK 13:1-13 this morning I believe there are some things Jesus wants to teach us about why things happen the way they do in our lives.

Is everything that happens in our lives just random FATE … a plan that God is in control of without any input from us … a script that just plays out regardless of the choices we make?  OR is there a sense of DESTINY and PURPOSE to our lives here on earth?  I understand that God’s PURPOSES can be a challenge to understand and live into … but the people who wrestle least with God’s will, aren’t those with a “come what may” attitude toward life, but those who know the character of God and are TRUSTING IT in their day-to-day lives.  Here’s an outline of MARK 13:1-13 …

	vv. 1-2	Jesus predicts the destruction of the Temple.
vv. 3-4	Jesus’ prediction raises questions from His disciples.
vv. 5-8	Jesus describes the time between when He returns to
	heaven and His Second Coming.
vv. 9-13	Jesus describes what to expect between the time when
	He returns to heaven and His Second Coming.

It’s still Tuesday of the last week of Jesus’ life here on earth, just days before His arrest, crucifixion, and resurrection.  And maybe it was because the day before Jesus had gone into the Temple and turned over the moneychanger’s tables and chased them all out … but in these verses Jesus’s disciples draw His attention to the beauty and splendor of the Temple itself.  Let’s begin by reading MARK 13:1-2 …

MARK 13:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 As He was going out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him, “Teacher, behold what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings!”
2 And Jesus said to him, “Do you see these great buildings?  Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down.”

It’s been estimated that in today’s dollars, the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem as it stood in Jesus’ day would be valued at over 1 trillion dollars … that’s a 1 with 12 zeroes … 1 million millions.  But regardless what it was worth then or now, without a doubt, it was the greatest single building ever constructed by hand.

King Herod started the renovation of Ezra and Zerubbabel’s Temple in 20 B.C., 53 years before this time, but it wouldn't be finished until around 30 years from now, in 64 A.D.  Many of the stones used to build the Temple were 40 feet by 20 feet, and the largest foundation stone found to date is estimated to weigh over 400 tons!  Amazing.

After Herod’s Temple remodeling project was complete, the expanded Temple was nearly 500 yards long and 400 yards wide.  Unbelievable.  So do you understand how crazy it must have seemed for the people standing right there next to it – even though it was still being remodeled –to hear Jesus say what’s recorded for us here in v. 2 that, “Not one stone will be left upon another which will not be torn down”?  “Impossible” they must have thought, as they walked away shaking their heads.

The beauty of the ancient Jerusalem Temple is well documented.  1st-Century Jewish historian Josephus wrote that it was covered on the outside with gold plates so brilliant that when the sun shone on them observers were nearly blinded.  Josephus also wrote that where there wasn’t gold, the exposed marble blocks were so pure white, that from a distance, people thought the Temple was covered with snow.  Let me tell you a little bit more about this man named Josephus.

Josephus lived from 37 -100 A.D.  His father was a Jewish Priest in Jerusalem and his mother descended from a wealthy Jewish family from Southern Judea.  Despite his fame as a historian, Josephus had a sad personal life.  His first wife and his parents died in the Roman siege of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. when he was about 33 years old.  

Just week’s later Josephus entered into a marriage with a captured Jewish woman of unknown origin, arranged by a Roman friend of his named Vespasian, which ended soon after, Hollywood-style with her leaving him.  Wow, didn’t see that one coming!  Arranged marriages that involve a kidnapping are pretty much doomed to failure.

Still 33 years old, Josephus married his third wife, a Jewish woman from the Greek region of Alexandria.  The marriage lasted four years and they had three sons, only one of whom lived past infancy and their marriage ended in divorce.  So far, three marriages, five deaths, one desertion, and one divorce … much pain and tragedy.

Finally, when Josephus was 38 years old, he married a Jewish woman, also from Greece … from the Island of Crete.  She was the love of his life and they had two sons.  We don’t know for sure when Josephus and his fourth wife died, but it’s believed he died sometime in 100 A.D. soon after writing his autobiography.

A lot of Jews hated Josephus because of his nearly life-long alliances and deal-making with Rome.  Josephus’ three seminal books were The Jewish War (finished in 78 A.D.), Antiquities Of The Jews (finished in 93 A.D.), and his autobiography, aptly titled, The Life Of Josephus (finished around 100 A.D.).  Without these three volumes there would literally be huge gaps in what we know about Christianity from a Jewish perspective in the 1st-Century.

Gang, looking at the life of Josephus, I’m reminded of the truth that God can use ANYONE who’s yielded to Him.  Nobody is beyond God’s redemptive grasp.  I’m not sure where Josephus was in terms of his faith in God, but looking at his life and how God used him to accomplish His purposes, I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON …


FAITH LESSON

Our lives are only wasted when we remain disconnected and unsurrendered from God.

Less than 40 years later than the events we’re looking at now, in 70 A.D., events happened just as Jesus prophesied on this day, when Roman leader Titus Vespasian overthrew Jerusalem.  This is the same Vespasian who arranged Josephus’ second, ill-fated marriage.  Josephus writes in his book The Jewish War that Vespasian ordered battering rams to bring down the Western Wall of the inner Temple, where a band of Jewish zealots were holding out.  They rammed that wall for six days and didn’t even make a dent, and they finally tried climbing over the wall with ladders.  The zealots saw this coming and were waiting for them at the top, and Josephus reports that many of the Roman ladders were pushed backwards while they were full of soldiers!

When Vespasian saw how many of his men were dying in the attempted siege of the Temple, he ordered the Temple gates set on fire.  He thought once the gates were burned, and he had access to the inside, he’d put the fire out.  But listen to Josephus’ eyewitness account of what happened next …

“ … One of the soldiers, without staying for any orders, and without any concern or dread upon him at so great an undertaking, and being hurried on by a certain divine fury, snatched somewhat out of the materials that were on fire, and being lifted up by another soldier, he set fire to a golden window …”

And with that, the entire Jewish Temple burned, and immeasurable amounts of gold and silver, which covered everything, melted down into the cracks and crevices between every stone.  This is why the Romans pulled every massive stone off one another – in an effort to recover the precious metals that had melted down in between them.  So, just as Jesus had said, not one stone will be left upon another. 
  
When the disciples asked Jesus in v. 2 … “Do you see these great buildings? their comment is especially appropriate given the size of the stones Herod used to build the Temple, and how they were finished.  Today, if you go to Jerusalem you can still see some of the massive stones used to build the Temple’s retaining wall.  These stones can be seen from what’s commonly called the “Rabbi’s Tunnel,” which runs North and South along the Temple’s Western Wall … which is a portion of the Western side of the retaining wall that today is called The Wailing Wall … the ancient wall where Jews and now even Christians go day and night to pray.  More of that retaining wall, including the steps that originally ascended and descended from the Temple mount, has also been uncovered on the Southern side of the Temple mount.

In the end, the destruction of the Jewish Temple was so complete that today, it’s nearly impossible for archeologists to know it’s exact dimensions.  And yet, as great as the Temple was, in MATTHEW 12:5 Jesus didn’t hesitate to claim that He was greater.  For many of the Jews listening to Jesus teach on this day, the Temple had actually become an idol - subtly beginning to mean more to them than God Himself.  

ILLUSTRATION … Remember, AN IDOL IS ANYTHING THAT BECOMES MORE IMPORTANT, MORE CENTRAL, MORE VALUABLE, AND MORE PROTECTED AND SERVED IN OUR LIVES THAN GOD HIMSELF.

Our careers and our titles can become idols.  Our children can become idols.  Our money and our possessions can become idols.  Do you see it?  The Temple was a GOOD THING, but how many of you know that even GOOD THINGS can often become the WORST IDOLS; and that God is in the habit of destroying your idols and my idols?

It’s three days before Jesus would die on the cross, and He has been in and around the Temple teaching and answering questions.  But now the questions have ended, and Jesus and His disciples are making their way out of the Temple and Jesus will give another teaching – one often referred to as “The Mount Olivet Discourse” – parallel passages of which, can also be found in MATTHEW 24 and LUKE 21.  Let’s read MARK 13:3-4 and we’ll see why it’s called “The Mount Olivet Discourse” …
 
MARK 13:3-4 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

3 As He [Jesus] was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the Temple, Peter and James and John and Andrew were questioning Him privately,
4 “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when all these things are going to be fulfilled?” [emphasis added]
  
The Mount of Olives is on the other side of the Kidron Valley … across from the East Wall of the Temple.  And while Jesus and His disciples sat somewhere on the West side of the Mount of Olives and looked back toward the Temple, some questions concerning Jesus’ prophecy about the destruction of the Temple came to the minds of four of the disciples – two sets of brothers … Peter and his brother Andrew, and John and his brother James.

The questions they bring up make a lot of sense – I mean I can see how they couldn’t fathom the Temple being destroyed – especially not as completely as Jesus described, and so they wanted to know WHEN IT WOULD HAPPEN.  Jesus doesn’t answer their first question … the when will this happen part … but He goes on in the rest of MARK 13 to give them some answers to the second part of their question … about the signs to watch for to know when all these things are on their way to being fulfilled.

Solomon’s Temple (the first Jewish Temple) was built in the middle of the 10th-Century B.C., and 410 years later, in 587 B.C. it was sieged, sacked, and destroyed by the Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar.  The disciples knew that when King Solomon’s Temple was destroyed, the Jews were sent away from their homeland into exile.
So as Jesus spoke prophetically about the destruction of the Temple, I’m sure that this historical timeline was on the disciple’s hearts and minds – and that they were wondering “If the Temple was going to be destroyed, what was going to happen to the Nation of Israel, and to all the Jews … to us … would we end up in exile again, like what had happened almost 600 years before?”  

In vv. 5-8 Jesus shares a prophetic glimpse into the flow of history between when He would return to Heaven following His resurrection on that first Easter morning, which happened over 2,000 years ago now, and the events that would lead up to His Second Coming, His return to earth, which has yet to happen.  Let’s read MARK 13:5-6 …

MARK 13:5-6 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

5 And Jesus began to say to them, “See to it that no one misleads you.
6 Many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He!’ and will mislead many.

The Greek word translated see to it in v. 5 is blepo (βλέπετε) … a word that was often used in other places in Scripture as it was here with the idea of “keeping one’s eyes open,” or “staying aware.”  Oh the trials, the suffering, and the bondage that has come from the fulfillment of this prophecy.  In the 20th-Century alone, from the USA, the world’s largest exporter of cults, and from Russian, China, Malaysia, South Korea and beyond, more than 30 such false messiah prophets have left huge, spiritually and physically damaging marks on the world.  “Thank You Jesus, for telling us to watch out for people who claim to come in Your name, but who are not.”  

From modern-day cults like The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (the Mormons) and Jehovah’s Witnesses which both, in very different, but equally heretical ways, teach about a different Gospel and a different Jesus, the way the Apostle Paul warns us of in SECOND CORINTHIANS 11:4, to strange spiritual gurus like Charles Manson and his “family” in the 1960s, to the tragedy of Jim Jones and the mass self annihilation in Jonestown, Guyana in the late 1970’s, to Marshall Applewhite and his Hale-Bop Comet followers who committed suicide in San Diego in the 1990s, and many more.  Jesus said that there would always be false prophets pretending to be either Him, or His representatives, but who are imposters … or as He described them in MATTHEW 7:15, wolves in sheep’s clothing.  Let’s read MARK 13:7-8 …

MARK 13:7-8 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

7 When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be frightened; those things must take place; but that is not yet the end.
8 For nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will also be famines.  These things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.

Jesus tells us here that before He returns to earth, there will be many wars and rumors or threats of wars on the earth.  This is why during troubled-times, there will invariably be people who say they know when Jesus Christ is returning.  Most recently it’s been Harold Camping who said that Jesus Christ would return on 21 May 2011, and then when He didn’t, on 21 October.  Harold previously predicted judgment days on 21 May 1988, and on 6 September 1994.  But after God’s global judgment didn’t come on 21 October Camping admitted in an interview with The Christian Post that he no longer believed anyone could know the time of the Rapture or the end of the world.  Harold Camping retired as the head of Family Radio Ministries on 24 October 2011, and has been strangely silent these past couple of weeks.  Good job Harold.  Thanks for doing the right thing, even at 90 years old.

Jesus says that all these natural disasters, all these wars, all these rumors of wars … are merely the beginning of birth pangs … the things that will precede His return.  Since 1900, natural catastrophes of many kinds have been on the increase, and since the 1970s these increases have been exponential.  An organization called, The United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction has a multitude of studies, graphs, and charts detailing this exponential increase in natural catastrophes.  Here’s one of their charts showing this increase decade by decade over the past 105 years …
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The Greek word translated birth pangs in v. 8 is odin (odeen / ὠδίνων), and it describes the painful process that occurs before a baby is born.  Jesus says that as the time of His Second Coming comes near, these birth pangs will start coming closer together.  So when you hear about the increasing of wars, and earthquakes, and famines, and trouble, know that “Jesus Christ is preparing to come back.”  Jesus knows that wars, famines, droughts, earthquakes, and other natural catastrophes can shake our faith.  And as Jesus tells us here to stay close to Him, and to keep our eyes on Him, I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON

Mature and maturing followers of Jesus Christ GET READY AND STAY READY in their faith.  They hang onto Jesus Christ no matter what.

I’M NOT SAYING that you and I, and that Christians everywhere SHOULDN’T promote peace in the world – we should do all we can to work toward peacemaking.  AND I’M NOT SAYING that we SHOULD promote war to try and hurry Jesus’ Second Coming along.  Heaven forbid.  Gang, we aren’t looking forward to more wars … and we aren’t looking forward to more natural disasters … and we’re not looking forward to more persecution … we’re looking forward to Jesus Christ.  So WHAT I’M SAYING is that we need to realize that these things are all a part of the process that will end with the Second Coming of Jesus Christ back to the earth.  And now in vv. 9-13 Jesus describes what to expect, and what to watch for during the time in between His return to heaven following His resurrection, and His Second Coming to earth.  Let’s read MARK 13:9-10 …


MARK 13:9-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

9 “But be on your guard; for they will deliver you to the courts, and you will be flogged in the synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them.
10 The gospel must first be preached to all the nations.

Jesus tells His disciples, including us here this morning, that we need to be prepared for the persecution that will continue to ramp up before the end comes … and that this suffering will increase, not only for us as Christians, but for the earth in general.

And then in v. 10 Jesus says … The gospel must first be preached to all the nations.  So just because this persecution and suffering is going to happen to Christians, and to the Church, and in the world, Jesus isn’t relieving you and me of the responsibility of sharing and proclaiming the Good News of the Gospel around the world.  I love it that Jesus says in a few more verses that we shouldn’t worry about what to say when we’re “put in the spot” … whether it be with someone rich and powerful, or someone in the same realm of life and society as ourselves – because in that moment, when God is the One Who’s opened the door, and we’re obedient to share the Gospel, Jesus says that in that moment, the Holy Spirit will give us the exact right words to say.

We have some people here this morning, who’ve been living out this call from Jesus to preach the gospel to all nations … in Kenya for the past 20+ years, and their names are Jeff, Christine, and Christopher Stanfield.  Their daughter Liz is married and living in Indiana, and Christopher is a freshman at GFU, is studying mechanical engineering, is on the GFU men’s basketball team, and along with his folks, he worships at 2nd Street, and in January we’re going to begin supporting them financially on a monthly basis, as they prepare to return to Africa with WORLD GOSPEL MISSION, this time joining the work they’re doing in Uganda.

Jeff, Christine, Liz, and Christopher have lived all these years in Kenya, with a year back in the USA, and in their hometown of Newberg every four years – doing church partnering and support-raising, in places all over the USA when they’re home.

1. Stand up if you’re related to Jeff and Christine (Christine is Steve Hockett’s sister, and Jeff is Debbie Dingman’s brother).
2. Stand up if you’ve ever been to Africa on a short-term or long-term trip and have visited with the Stanfield’s in Kenya.
3. Stand up if you went to school with any of the four Stanfield’s here in the Newberg School District, or at George Fox.
4. Stand up if you call 2nd Street your church home.

Okay, now that’s most of you!  You can have a seat.  Jeff, and Christine, please come up and share with us about what God has called you to do in the past, present, and future in your commitment to share the gospel to all the nations.

JEFF AND CHRISTINE STANFIELD SHARE …

Jeff and Christine will be sharing in a whole service with us on 29 January 2012.  So please make sure to be here on that Sunday.  This past week, the 7 billionth person was born onto earth.  Of the 16,740 identified PEOPLE GROUPS in the world by the Christian ministry The Joshua Project (www.joshuaproject.net), 6,909 are still considered UNREACHED.  5,872 of these UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS are living in places that have been identified as DIFFICULT and even INACCESSIBLE TO THE GOSPEL.  But 1,037 of these UNREACHED PEOPLE GROUPS are living in areas RELATIVELY ACCESSIBLE TO THE GOSPEL.

Gang, God isn’t waiting for all the numbers to line up like on some kind of a cosmic slot machine and then He’ll return.  Jesus is calling ALL OF US HERE TO REMAIN SERIOUS ABOUT SHARING THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST with our families, with our friends, with our neighbors, with people who live nearby us, and with people who live around the world.  God is calling each of us to actively support people who are doing this overseas and in difficult areas with our time, with our prayers, and with our money.  Do you see it?  Let’s read MARK 13:11-13 …

MARK 13:11-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 When they arrest you and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say, but say whatever is given you in that hour; for it is not you who speak, but it is the Holy Spirit.
12 Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; and children will rise up against parents and have them put to death.
13 You will be hated by all because of My name, but the one who endures to the end, he will be saved.
 
As the Second Coming of Jesus Christ comes nearer, you and I, as followers of Jesus Christ should expect the most painful kinds of rejection and betrayal as we seek to stand strong for Jesus and for our faith in Him.  We read these words here in American, in our safe and sound churches, and it can be pretty difficult for us to picture what this will be like.  But what about people taking a stand for Jesus Christ in other parts of the world right now?  What do you think they think of when they read these words?  What is their experience like, right now in November 2011?
  
· If you were from a Hindu family in India, and you chose to follow Jesus, you could be rejected and even martyred for that choice.

· If I was from a Jewish family, and I chose to follow Jesus, my family would probably consider me a blasphemer and treat me as though I’d never been born … burning my baby clothes and pictures.

· If I lived in Sudan, and I chose to follow Jesus, I might be killed or enslaved for life by the Muslim military for that choice.

· In 1949 there were approximately 750,000 Christians in China.  The ministry Asia Harvest, in the most accurate census ever done of the number of Christians in China, says there are 103,470,000 Christians in China.  And yet, even today, if you were caught meeting in an unsanctioned “house church” in China, your house might be one of the nearly 3,500 destroyed or shut down since November 2,000 when persecution of Christians in China began taking an upturn.

According to David B. Barrett book Today’s Martyrs, since the Day of Pentecost and the events recorded in ACTS 2, more than 43 MILLION Christians have been martyred – put to death for their faith in Jesus Christ worldwide.  A PERSECUTION INDEX provided by OPEN DOORS ministry (www.opendoors.org), categorizes 28 countries as having STRONG or MASSIVE PERSECUTION.  OPEN DOORS also identify another 23 countries in which Christians suffer DISCRIMINATION and in some regions SEVERE HARASSMENT for publicly living out the choice to follow Jesus Christ.

Visit VOICE OF THE MARTYRS ministry at www.persecution.com, and invite God to open your eyes to the all too real persecution happening to your fellow-Believers all around the world, and then tell me that Jesus Christ didn’t know what He was talking about in these 13 verses.  Knowing how followers of Jesus Christ have stood for Him, and died for Him over the past 20 centuries, and how, right now, your Christian brothers and sisters around the world are being persecuted, how are you participating in Jesus’ call to us to actively share the Gospel … what kind of stands are you taking as a follower of Jesus Christ?  I see our THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON
 
Maturing disciples of Jesus Christ intentionally advance God’s Kingdom with the choices they make in their daily lives.  Spiritually-stalled-out, non-maturing disciples simply give God their “leftovers”.

v. 13 says, the one who endures to the end, he will be saved … the Greek word endures is the word hupomeno (hupo-meno / ὑπομείνας), which literally means to remain under, or to remain behind and endure.  Gang, when trials and persecution are swirling about, we can’t desperately look for a quick way out.  Instead, with Jesus and with one another, we must remain under, hang onto Jesus Christ, and endure.

When it comes to Christian doctrine, many people stall-out in their spiritual growth by getting fixated on one doctrine, to the exclusion of other important doctrines.  And when this happens they usually end up ignoring the whole counsel of God in ways that could balance out their understanding of God’s Word.  Three doctrines some Christians spend too much time focusing on are:  1) The theology of SPIRITUAL GIFTS, 2) The theology of SPIRITUAL WARFARE, and 3) The theology of END TIMES.

All three of these areas of doctrine are important, but spending too much time in one place while forsaking a equalized approach to the development of our faith is like having 200 cable TV channels, but only watching THE HISTORY CHANNEL.  Interesting, to be sure, but not a balanced approach to either study or learning.

Gang, as we look at events in today’s world, I understand how easy it is to start feeling anxious about where things seem to be headed.  Wars, natural disasters, the buildup of weapons, terrorist threats, the warnings of religious prophets of doom, a shaky economies, and the turmoil of nations can leave all of us pretty unsettled.  Believe me when I say that I understand how easily it can be as followers of Jesus Christ to get confused or troubled about all the different and oftentimes conflicting END TIMES Bible teachings, books, TV shows, and magazine articles available to us.

I’ve prepared a short, two-page outline of the five main ways to READ THROUGH AND STUDY END-TIME THEOLOGY.  It’s on the Community Center table for those of you who are interested.  But regardless of what Harold Camping says, or what the next religious chucklehead who comes down the pike says, NO ONE KNOWS PRECISELY WHEN JESUS CHRIST WILL RETURN — and that’s why Jesus WANTS His followers to remain watchful and dutiful in serving God until His return (cf., MARK 13:32-37; SECOND THESSALONIANS 2:1-17).  Don’t be confused.  Don’t be afraid.  Put your hope and trust in Jesus Christ, the One in whom your DESTINY is held.  

FATE is something that UNAVOIDABLY happens to a person; their fortune or lot.  But DESTINY is something completely different.  DESTINY is something PLANNED for a person, but which must be pursued in order to be captured and realized.  And friends, our lives with God in the here and now and in eternity are built on trust, not on luck or on wishful thinking.  Our lives aren’t based on FATE, they’re based on DESTINY.  

FATE						DESTINY

PASSIVELY LIVING LIFE AS A NOVEL	ACTIVELY LIVING LIFE AS A JOURNAL
GROWN UP & LOOKING BACK		RAISED UP & LOOKING FORWARD
FEEL SEPARATED FROM GOD		FEEL PARTNERED WITH GOD

When writing the Mt. Olivet Discourse, Mark ended this section with v. 13.  But Matthew ends this part of the Mt. Olivet Discourse with these words …

MATTHEW 23:37-39 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

37-39 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem!  You kill the prophets and stone to death those who are sent to you.  Many times I wanted to gather your people as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you did not let Me … I tell you, you will not see Me again until that time when you will say, ‘God bless the One who comes in the name of the Lord.’” ﻿

Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NEXT SUNDAY GREGG WILL TEACH THROUGH MARK 13:14-20 … COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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buildings!”

 

2

 

And

 

Jesus

 

said

 

to

 

him,

 

“Do

 

you

 

see

 

these

 

great

 

buildings?

  

Not

 

one

 

stone

 

will

 

be

 

left

 

upon

 

another

 

which

 

will

 

not

 

be

 

torn

 

down.”

 

 

It’s been estimated that in today’s dollars, the Jewish Temple in Jerusalem as it stood 

in J

esus’ day would be valued at over 1 trillion dollars … that’s a 1 with 12 zeroes … 1 

million millions.  But regardless what it was worth then or now, without a doubt, it 

was the 

greatest single building ever 

constructed by hand

.

 

 

King Herod 

started the ren

ovation of Ezra and Zerubbabel’s T

emple 

in

 

2

0

 

B.C.

, 53 

years before this time, but it 

wouldn't be finished until 

around 30 years from now, in 

64 A

.

D. 

 

Many of the

 

stones 

used to build the Temple

 

were 40 feet by 20 feet, and the 

